ow to improve
your chance of

finding a buyer

Save monthly
& earn a great
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Quick-fire projects
can make it easier
to sell your home,
says Rob Griffin

F you want to move house, you
may have a battle on your

A string of interest rate hikes,
flerce competition from rival sell-
ers and a lack of first-time buyers

Years,
mgl.or.h: Royal Institution ol'Chu'Leted

Bowhltunynudu?
to Kate hmm MAneg-
ing director of DesignsO

YourMoney —

ulk, some quick-fire improvements can
booa:wwthnu:esul’ﬂndln anﬁomw
[

best-value property of its type In your
road,” she
However, does not have to cost a
fortune, Even relatively simple projects
can transform your home, increase its
\rnmennd make it far more sellable.
Here are 10 ways Lo improve your
property.
QUICK PROJECTS
De-clutter
This won't add value to your property
— but it will certainly make it more
u

away furniture will
make the house seem bigger and allow

_zx'nu ROOM: Glillan had her garage turned Into a room for guosts and for

P'm sure the conversion has increased my property’s value

GILLIAN LEASK had her single
n co.nven.«l 0 it could be used
@ Var oses — and Is
de].iih:,ed wth e result.
‘The retired nuum: therapist,
who lives in Potter Hed
Norfolk, spent £11,750 havtnc the
wark ed out by the Garage
Conversion Company.
“The idea was to increase
space and provide somewhere for
guests to stay," she explains. “T can

my living

also potentially use it as a treatment
roomn for reflexology.”

The work, which mclud.ed dividing
off an area to act as
cuphoard, took uhont twn weeks
to complete.

=All the workmen were tidy and [
can't pmu- them enough,” added
Gilllan, 64. “There was also a project

two bedrooms when ( illlian bought It
for £172,000 last year, :3 now big
enough for her to sta: fur the
foreseeable future

“Tt will hopefully be suitable |
for quite a few years, she says

T haven't had It valued since the
work was completed lut [ have no
doum it has increase:|

& nal onal frinchis

manager keep check on .
that was being done.”
The cottage, which originally had

operlt.lon. s & webite it
WWW, gATBZECONVErsic (CuMpEnY.com.

people to imagine how their
would look in your rooms. Cut down on
omaments and ctures.
Resull: No added value but increased
chance of selling.

Por s o handeed, potngs
For a few and some
hard graft, you could transform the look
ul'yvurl:ome Filling in holes in the wall,
hzed ol ceilings and
L is worth T
worth every penn
l'uu.r skills are limited, ﬁ
paying for a

E{ﬂh :usl
However,

could be worth
sional A

badly decorated hmlal: :uuld
actually deter potential
Result: Can add 5-10 per cen: to s
home's vatue — it is done well

Modernise the house
Keep abreast of the latest trends, sug-
Etsls For example, hotel chic
popular at present, with its focus on
hrnm and creams, leather furniture
flufty cunhinm “People really like

tm look,” she says.
Result: No added value but increased
chance of selling.

Make sure each room conforms o ILs
description on the property details. 1If
you have said you have a dining room,
make sure people do not see & room
duunnng as an office or play area.
Double edg-oum should contain a dou-

How peaple plan to improve their
homes during aext 12 months

It a5 essential

1 Central heating 91%

g

2 Double glazing B4% E

Job % of peaple 3 Garden B1% §

| Redecorating ‘““"":‘:;;" = Fitted kitchen :
2 Garden img ts 35% Madern bathroom 76 3
3 MNew bathroom 32% J 3
4  New furnishing 30% £
5 New carpets 28% &

ble bed. If you only have a single in the
room, people will it is small.
Result: Ho added value but increased
chance of gelling.

MEDIUM-TERM PROJECTS
Put in a new bathroom

A modem bathroom is an essential feat-
ure of a house, according to the annual
Halifax Home Improvement Survey.
But it is important it stays in keeping
with the property. Having a bath-
in a beautiful Georgian

Convert your garage
Phll Bateman, mana; iny director of the
Conversion C mfx a national
rnnc operation. suvs he receives
100 enquiries each woek "W are doing
& wide nlngc of conw rmions, with every-
thing from granny (‘ais to additional
playrooms,” he says.  One of the biggest
trends is people wirkiig bom home
and wanting extra sprace for an office.”
Result: Depe: g -0 nature of work,
walue can increase by 10 per cent.

house, ooks
Result: Increase of about 10 per cent In
value,

Euuﬂ a new kitchen il

u are plannl stay in your house

for a while, it is pgnbah],\r worth consid-

ering @ wholesale change. If you are
to sell wlw.n months, you may

L TERM PROJECTS
Build an extension

Invariably the most --kyuj-mject but
ereating an extra roo: 1 consider-
ably increase a homy & value If you are

pl & single-storey extension, And
out If It is possibl to meke it two
instead. Another oplion 8 constructing
a conservatory. Try to have It o3 an

g:lna\ny with jus!
rs and lﬂdlns n lck of paind

Result: Increase of around 10 pcr cent
in value — if the finish s professional.

Got the loft converted

This is one of the most popular

improvement projects in recent years

und a relatively inexpensive way of

making another room. However, seek

the advice of a chartered surveyor who

will be able to tell you if, for example,
your ceiling can support the weight and

w‘ru-l is required to make It safe.

Result: Increase of 10 to 15 per cent.

to the mali Lving juarters.
Result: Depending o ratue of work,
value can increase by 10 per vent.

Landscape the garden

A well-desiyned and ocely kept garden
is a definite selling puint Creating
something that is casily naintained
also makes sense, 17 our taryet market
is families, make It o chdld-rendly as
possible with plent f lnwn space.
Consider filling in fis:. ponds which can
be a danger Lo toddl-rs
Result: [ncrease in .l
cent.

of up to 15 per




