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arages ane the homebrew of British domestic architecture;
unsaphisticaied, a btbe bit murky, and often rather musty,
Typically isey're windowless boxes with concrete floces and
hﬂﬁl-lhll‘l walls. The majority have Daen oolanksed by amateur
Carpénberdy, of engu fed by cardboard boxes and !.il'ﬂl!'-fl
furniture - AlEFOWEh Some pecple Rave Deen RKhoan [0 kesp Cars
Inthem, Despite this, the question remains: does cofmverling This
olienwmitooked soace Imtresse or reduce the value of your
pmpe T Wil you pet more with or withoul 4 garage?

The answer depends lagely on where you live, If home is the
centre af 8 lange ity whiere the cost of insuring and runming & cas
i3 high, you are better &N retoining Wyour garage - WSt year @ Two:
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ivEng Faam provides aderis
Burrages” garage conversion. This
clockwise from tap Teft, the new &
eterior maintalms the look of the o
garage. Uhe Duirages’ eldest day
enjays her new playnesm] e
doors open on e 4 spase Fer s



OF course, thel decision depieds o8 the planners, The
gusiion of whether a garage converslon corstifules change ol
wii vl Trom ares bo area The anvwer sill gho be ifluencsd
by the wisibilily of your house. 1 your peoposed removalion
Fcludes the replacement of the garage doors with brickowork
and windows, it Wil of course alier 1he Sporarknie of vour
progarty, This will matter lecs If tha house ks hidden from viaw,
Byt the Tsswe thal weces svery planping depariment is paking.
Fram York [g Yeovil, thise peopla hae Lasing sarieng spaes,
Wour cpilons kere are to promise Bo tammac Falf of your garden,
el pouf ¢80, oF CamaAnde |ham |REL piu hive 32008 fof adeindgl
! cllsirenl paiking.

It i lor Ehese repsons hat many garage convertons ane done
o4 [l Quidt, oF wilhin peimitted Srveleneend - which allows
bagic modifications bo be wndertdian withoud plassisg Consen.
T the oo or S0 gaespe conversions thal we heve done since
see, ofly argund £o Bave iequingd plaanieg permission e
chae g of use. WSt can oo done under permitied Sevelppmerd,’
£3y% Phil Bateman, smacaging deector of the Garage Corversion
Coamany, oo ol [hic langes? specialisls i 1he couniy,

Johin Magte, managing dirsctor of Ormosd Comrsfnoctios, sees
Hre siteation in a sligitly differend Bght. 1 say thet about 9o per
Gl of garads ob versiong 20 (IEEa." b 50vE, |8 WoSE (a5 S, an
"llegal” conwerclon means thaf the garage door have baan
relaied, lsaving the sxtemal sppearance unalfected and the
space behind seperticially spgraded, Do of the reasons foe the
pogular gy of the behing - Chysed Se0rs comwe raion (5 1o retain ihe
pobecilal dor Selag thé phoperty ‘with gicipe’. J peosoed
shnl g aas by dimisihed onde |he farage do0r hid Bden faplaied
with b kvwoik and sindmws.

Assuming you gel pest the planmers. the next [ssue s meeting
building reguldiisas. Garages, svin iACEEal EMaEes, are rol
bullt 12 the same specifications st Babiable roame, If raad &

CONVERTING
YOUR GARAGE:

PROS

# Undike befts and baserments,
AECEES 10 3 CHNVITLEE Qarsge
Is undikely to raise problems,
ar caske,

¥ A garage converakon
creates flexible space quickly
arnsd chvaply,

@ The impreved insslatisn
required to cenform with
building regulatiens will
have thermal and cosr-
wawing benefits for the rest
of the properiy.

# Qutside dense wrbam aneas,
coeverting & garage inko &
habitable space will almost
certaknly add vahee.

®ln many cases farafes
already hawe electric and
plumbing connectian:,

CONS

® Converting & garage inte &
hakirable space can be
expensive, parthowlarty if
impreved fundatiens are
required to Carey 4 heasry
musonry load,

® In dende arbam areas it
can be teogher to sell &
preperty without a garage,
® Exnernal and/or ons-soeeEt

parking will ralse your
iniuranid premiams,

Abowe defl, the dual<use wpace
cevabed in thr fermer farege can
accemedais dinner parties. su,
right, cns playPel toddier
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 parapet, ed cay thenugh the

—'thmmmﬂ Ehe

thres-s1omey house.” says Fleming.
Tha garags 45675 0pen inlo &

lt-deep spate ued for storage

and services. The rest ot The ne

ol s accessed froe the sitbing

- reee, through asbding dees

nsarted. M s URd 3% o payInam,

*Tiwe sliding door enables us 12

cinse aff (b playroom in the

gugning.’ davs Burmage. This ared
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nal b eapensdve ([8-12000 should cover (he converslon ol a
single gampe) Bur, At the wery bast, pou will need B impross
insulation and irsert wisdows (o bring the newdpcomreeried parl
ol vhie houss up 1o Ehe 1ame standands a3 the sest of the propetc

~oure basically Tuening @ shall inso 3 Babinable space.
Gasages ame bl 1o L lower speciications than other sooms.
Thesy have moar herrmal ¢hadarteriatien aod hecauss thair
fears ase quite low, they can Be sulnerable to Booding. Many
R vy [Rin Beitkwo ik, Sometisees only Four inchied thich," sayd
|iabirn Maria.

The sy eepenses. ae Ihe sddilion of inner walls and the
garage doar inlill. Tha additional masany load may aboiequine
impravements to the foerdatizas - fypdeally the quality of the
foungalion is checesd when exavating for the Sopor ikl 'Flat
1oals can also be a problem as they ak 3 o0 of heat.” sy Kick
Zguly ol the Garege orrersion Company.

Dnie domplels Beie should be no dilleiends belwesn Che
comreied gaeage and the rest of the property. If done correctly,
the spaoe will be capable of anything. "Madl people wanl ta use
them ac a playroom, 3 sisdy o an affice. Bul wo'vg alse bewn
ashad g granny Enoenes, and a recarding sludio,” says Roude.

The simples! garages lo converl e inbegrated spates in
modern progerties. Prie 1o the Thinies, very few progsities
Wb Bl wlth gacages. IF a period Browse does have & garage. [§
o likely 03 bo o IMor gaSEion, ot porighsieyl 13 the main
poperty, This adds expense bo the commersion. In most cases
Foii’d b Bt o Syilding & new oul-bogse oo sddition 1o meet
mur needs.

But if the profleration of companiss dedicated to garage
conversiong is by PsdECalion, the prospect of remsfelling the
giound foor ks becoming incroasingly appealing. 1 covtaialy
beaty mirding, with all the cos!, time and affors Ehal ealals. ¢
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DIRECTORY

The first thres compardes are
MTOrg 4 groweing namber of
ponAracbon aad consnuction
tompanies specialising in gasage
conversions. The Ganage
Conversion Compamy. which
deeeribis itaall ¢ the LK's Tirn
and largest’ specialist, has seven
franchases around the country

The Garage Converilen Company
(0&00 587 0262,
garagecanversicn.coml

Olliver James

(01908 530 (070 oliverjames-
build.ca.uk]

Signature Garage Conwersions
(70 240 6408
comverTynurganage ro k)
Ormend Construction Ltd

(G20 450 2244

ot F crene o, e mon. do.uk]
Lesudan-bated mesidenial
repovation specialist, with
subritantial experience of
remedelling pasages

Wohr Parking Systems

(09T 851 791, wohs

parking ookl

German manmafachorer of
miechardcal systems for
underground parking and stacking
The Garage Beor Company
(OBOD B33 777; garage-
dogronukl

One of countless garnge doar
mufufectudens throughout the UK
whgrch Googdle or the Yellow Pages
for prowiders in your kel

Abeve. In ihe spre-plin
eafvErden, the salarged
brdbrad also pariitivas
itk dleeping and kitchen
spaces. Abowe right.
malsrsining 1he

apprarance of 4 faraje
remaved the need Tas

Fhasnisg permisaion.
Belaw, apen The 6o
and the virw bs anything
Bt tradithensl
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